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A real life love story is unfolding around the world in the face of social struggle.  It is hard to imagine in our enlightened post modern world that woman still face persecution oppression and injustice.  In Pakistan, girls are kidnapped, tortured and raped. In Sudan, women are abducted and sold into slavery or undergo mutilation and are left to die. In some countries, a woman can be killed by her husband or family members for breaking religious laws and customs.  What will help our overseas sisters survive and thrive under these conditions?  In one tropical country they are skillfully flourishing by making jewelry!

Economic Transformation:

Dede was divorced only a few months after an arranged marriage.  Her husband had little cultural obligations to her and was not duty-bound to support her.  Desperate and wounded Dede went to the city to find work to support herself and her soon-to-be-born child.  She met a missionary couple who needed house help and began working for them.  That is where she saw a quilt for the first time and became fascinated with this mosaic of cloth from another culture.  The missionary loaned Dede the quilt which she took home and sewed a replica with help from other village women.  Through further training in the craft of quilting, Dede makes a living for herself and her daughter!  Soon her relatives learned quilt making too.  In some cases woman already have marketable skills but lack opportunities and markets outside their own communities.  HeartCraft offers hope to women by training them with practical skills and helping them find markets for their products.
Hardships of Women


When Muslim, Hindu or Buddhist women come to Christian faith, they are often cast out of their families and communities.  Persecution is predictable and life becomes extremely difficult.  We missionaries are the bearers of good news, but we must think holistically about how we transform culture when we plant churches.  As we bring the gospel to unreached peoples, our sisters in these countries are excommunicated from their families for their decision to follow Jesus.  Desperate for income and abandoned by their people group persecuted women find hope through HeartCraft.  These women make quilts, crafts and dolls with a great deal of love and fulfillment.  Every item has a story behind it of a woman overcoming tradition and living out her faith in the face of opposition.  Every purchase helps a persecuted sister survive and thrive in her community.  These micro-enterprises have become centers that are spawning other churches.  Today crafters are taking risks and carrying the Gospel across cultural boundaries into other unreached people groups.  
Times of Testing:

HeartCraft is successful, but not without setbacks and times of testing.  In one country thieves broke in and stole the quilting patterns and started a Muslim quilting group to compete with the Christian women.  In another business a worker embezzled the $10,000 (US) which was never recovered.  One day a careless man was smoking a cigarette near the quilts and started a devastating fire.  Another time workers just didn’t show up to the quilting house because of a curse and the belief that an evil spirit was sent there.  Faithful ladies under difficult circumstances have overcome these trials and HeartCraft continues to grow as an exciting creative access enterprise. 

Can I Make a Difference?


When I first heard about HeartCraft, I felt compassion for the poor and persecuted, but I was not sure I could help.  “What could I do?”  I thought to myself, “I am not a dynamic speaker and I have never been an advocate for any great cause.”  I’m not a bold person and I don’t desire to be in front of a microphone.  Then I remembered Zechariah 4:6, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” Says the LORD of hosts.  I thought of the village women in Papua New Guinea where my husband and I served in the late 1990s and how they were trapped in a life of animism and social disadvantage.  HeartCraft is a ministry helping my sisters in need and I was compelled to volunteer.  I became the West Coast Distributor and now I speak to ladies groups and hold craft shows in homes, churches and community centers.  I feel blessed to work with other sisters who help me sell HeartCraft products.  These beautiful products make great gifts and home decorations that you don’t find in stores.  Women from Bosnia, Afghanistan, India, Indonesia, Thailand and Africa experience life changing results from this beautiful ministry.  I invite you ladies to join me in a labor of love that is unfolding around the world by hosting a HeartCraft show in your home or women’s group.  Let me share with you some amazing stories behind these beautiful crafts.  
------------

If you wish to host a HeartCraft show in your home, church, or ladies group, please contact:  Sharla Wiesner Sharla@Wiesnerfamily.org  (530) 865-4199 or the national HeartCraft office:  www.HeartCraft.org  (800) 755-7284.  
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